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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunateiy much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rolitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdcm of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





From The Editor’s African Diary 


No real race problem in the new West African republics: Here 
the black Africans dominate and predominate, the conflicts pivot on 
tribal rivalries. Many of these were so violent and bloody during past 
centuries that some tribes would have been wiped out had the white man 
not come. Africa is nearly four times bigger than continental U.S. and 
had no transcontinental communications until the air age — hence the 
racial differences between the tribes are as sharp as those between, say, 


the Finns and the Spaniards. 


The language barriers are even 
more formidable — with hundreds 
of mutually exclusive languages 
within the new states. In fact, 
communication across tribal lines 
often depends on the white man’s 
languages — which have created 
new sets of barriers, for the old 
French and English areas still de- 
fine sharply the English and French 
speaking zones. 


A People of Dignity: Surprising 
to the visitor and somehow ob- 
scured in most reports on Africa 
today is the natural dignity of the 
free Africans of the black West 
Coast. They are in their own land 
and the majority, hence they have 
an ease and gay self assurance of 
manner — without the extremes of 
either humility or arrogance, often 
characteristic of American Negroes 
struggling to achieve the confidence 
of citizens. Said a veteran mission- 
ary, “The African does not have an 
inferiority complex here — we are 
the minority in his country.” 

For though West Africa lived for 
generations under the colonial gov- 
ernments of France and England, 
there were never enough white 
men there to do more than ravel 
at the edges of the great mass of 
black mankind. 


Not Starving but Always Hun- 
gry: The diet of most Africans is 
seriously deficient in proteins — to 
the point where energy is low, work- 
ers have less strength than nationals 
from other lands, children die 
quickly from childhood diseases 
that are not often fatal elsewhere 
(measles, for instance). 

The normal diet in much of Af- 
rica is about 80 per cent starch. 
Medical teams from the UN and 
from the U.S. are studying ways 
to raise the protein average from 


foods available. Most agree that this 
will require an educational cycle to 
accomplish, plus massive reforms in 
agricultural methods. Then much of 
West and Central Africa is “under 
the tsetse fly” which means that no 
cattle can be raised over a vast 
region. Scientific research has long 
been seeking a solution for the tse- 
tse fly problem, but as yet without 
success. Meanwhile, the Africans 
eat yams, casava, rice, corn, millet, 
seasoned with hot pepper sauce and 
any bits of meat they can come by, 
along with fruit and vegetables. 
They are permanently undernour- 
ished with extreme symptoms of 
advanced protein deficiency. (In the 
native market in Poto Poto near 
Brazzaville, delicacies offered in- 
cluded smoked monkey, complete 
with the little hands, and caterpil- 
lars fried in palm oil.) 

Certain East African tribes who 
have cattle eat a cheese-like mix- 
ture of milk and blood drawn from 
the necks of their cattle. This is 
nutritious, but these particular tribes 
have other nutritional ailments. 


Learning to Stand Alone: There 
is no point in either overestimating 
or underestimating the primitive 
level of development of most Af- 
ricans. It is simply a fact that these 
millions are having to accomplish 
in a few decades what has taken 
other peoples thousands of years 
to develop. 

On the Plus Side: They have the 
experience of the other continents 
to help them skip these many eons 
of trial and error. And the high 
cultural levels attained by many 
notable African leaders attest to 
the fact that this jump over thou- 
sands of years can be made. 

On the Minus Side is the formida- 


ble task of education — of bringing 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


N HIS RETURN from the summer weeks in Africa, Mr. Wells 

visited European centers briefly to gather first-hand information on 
the Berlin crisis. We would remind our readers that when high political 
or military officials are used as news sources concerning events in which 
they are participating (a most common source of news), they inevitably 
and naturally seek to promote their own preferred creeds, nationalist 
views, even their own careers. The press is full of such material now on 
Berlin, Algeria, Tunisia, the Congo. 


By contrast, this Newsletter specializes in gathering information 
from those close to the areas of tension, but who are also close to the 
people — educators, clergymen, medical men, foreign assistance aides 
and UN personnel. These dedicated persons have no axes to grind. They 
know what is happening but they also know the sentiments of the masses 
of common people, the forces which always, in the end, really create the 
news. Then there are the newsmen themselves, who sometimes speak 
freely about what they don’t dare write. Naturally, such reporting often 
runs contrary to popular views — but so does the course of truth. Our 
reporting in this release on Berlin and Africa follows this working thesis 
of Between The Lines. 


TRUTH VS. PROPAGANDA ON BERLIN 


HE thinking about Berlin in the European capitals most closely as- 
sociated with the crisis is much more realistic and accurate than the 
over-simplified, militarized and exaggerated headlines in this country. We 
covet for all our readers this more thorough understanding, so that, 
come war or peace, we will at least know what has happened and why. 
FIRST OF ALL, the Europeans still consider war most remote. 
(One can verify this by scanning the foreign press in any metropolitan 
public library.) The Europeans are much annoyed by Khrushchev’s ugly 
game of bluff played with atomic arsenals. But those who live close to 
Red frontiers, and are less influenced by the distorted images created by 
both Soviet and U.S. propaganda, know that Berlin is no longer important 
— except as propaganda makes it so. Berlin is a dying city; East Berlin, 
already dead; only the middle aged, elderly and hopeless willingly remain. 
While West Berlin is populated and has surface prosperity, it is also a 
dying city. No one lives there with a sense of permanency. It is artificially 
sustained — could not otherwise endure. All ambitious West Berliners 
try to settle elsewhere in West Germany. 

THE TRUTH IS that, unless Germany is reunited, Berlin can 
never resume a normal, self-sustaining life. Newsman Joseph C. Harsch 
and others have warned of all this — that Berlin cannot survive even if 
we defend it, unless Germany is reunited. At first glance then it seems 
right that U.S. policy demands free elections which would most certainly 
lead to the re-unification of West and East Germany as a primary step 
in solving the Berlin crisis. But U.S. policy refuses to let West Germany 
consider withdrawing from the NATO military alliance — even in unifi- 
cation. This means that if the Russians accept unification they must ac- 
cept the likelihood of their East German satellite becoming a part of the 
anti-Soviet military alliance. Isn’t it quite unrealistic—if not a little 
zany —to expect the Soviet military defense chiefs to accept negotia- 
tions on this basis? If Germany is ever to be united again, it is obvious 
that it must be neutral. Numerous Western statesmen saw this years 
ago and pled for the establishment of a neutral, disarmed Central Eur- 
opean zone that would include Germany. The Russians themselves 
accepted such a proposal for a disarmed neutral Austria and thus Aus- 
tria was freed of Soviet occupation. They have indicated on several 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


occasions that they would accept a neutralized, disarmed zone that would 
include all Central Europe, with Germany. 

(Among leaders of note who urged consideration of a demilitarized 
zone and were squelched by the Pentagon are George F. Kennan, present 
Ambassador to Yugoslavia, former high official in the State Dept. and 
creator of the U.S. “containment policy,” along with Hugh Gaitskill, 
British Labor party leader, and many others. Nearly all foremost atomic 
scientists backed these proposals upon the basis that atomic weapons had 
so transformed military strategy that traditional power-politics must be 
modified. See Kennan’s Russia, The Atom and The West, Harpers, 58.) 


THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF COMMUNIST POLAND, 
Adam Rapacki, proposed in 1957 that all Russian and Western troops 
be withdrawn from a Central European zone made up of Poland, Czech- 
oslovakia, West and East Germany, and that all atomic weapons be pro- 
hibited in this area. During February, 1958, press files will show that 
the Soviet not only backed the Rapacki proposals but offered to negotiate 
plans for the immediate implementation of the plan, plus the reduction 
of conventional weapons in the neutral zone. Moreover, the Soviet ac- 
cepted the principle that international control and inspection would be 
needed to guarantee this program. But the U.S. military blocked these 
negotiations because the rearming of West Germany, built up around 
the U.S. military occupation forces in Germany, had already been es- 
tablished as the basis of NATO and our anti-Communist defenses. Our 
military felt that the creation of such a neutral zone would lead to the 
breakdown of NATO and American withdrawal from Europe. 


Top American atomic scientists in many statements to be found 
in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists warned that this was traditional 
military thinking, that with atomic missile warfare rapidly developing, 
intolerable fears and pressures would be generated unless there were mod- 
ification of the plans to rearm Germany with atomic weapons. Many 
leading Western observers especially warned that Germany armed with 
atomic weapons would constitute an intolerable threat to this generation 
of Russians who had suffered so terribly at the hands of the German 
Nazi war machine. The Kremlin tyrants would be able to use this fear 
to stifle all dissension among the Russian people — of which there has 
been a growing and encouraging amount — and rally them for any pur- 
pose that suited the Communist expansionist plans. 


DURING PAST MONTHS this Newsletter has strongly em- 
phasized these warnings — perhaps too much so. But since great pres- 
sure was being used to keep the American people unaware of the politi- 
cal implications of the rearming of Germany and since this generation 
of Americans had also suffered no little sacrifice to subdue the German 
military machine, we felt these warnings were soundly justified by the 
facts and should be heard. We also felt that the rearming of Germany 
by American arms, leading to such critical results without the knowledge 
and consent of the American people (there were no open debates in 
Congress), constituted an undemocratic procedure smacking entirely too 
much of a military dictatorship. Even President Eisenhower sounded a 
bold warning of this threat in his farewell address when he referred to 
the dangers to our freedom of the growing dictatorial power of “the 
military-industrial complex.” 


THE KREMLIN IS LOADED WITH GUILT also in this 
worsening crisis. This we have never discounted. Russia never intended 
to permit West Berlin, 100 miles inside the Communist zone, to remain 
in Western hands. The benefits of freedom displayed so dramatically in 
West Berlin, within the very heart of the drab poverty of Marxist op- 
pression, would be a constant threat to the Red dictatorship. By obstruc- 
tion and delay, the Soviet command in Berlin, from the beginning of the 
occupation, prevented the fulfillment of the 4-power agreements that 
were to stabilize the relationship of the East-West Berlin zones. Stalin, 
with his usual brutal directness, tried to starve the allies out of West Ber- 
lin in the 1948 blockade. With magnificent skill and fortitude the U.S. 
occupation forces outwitted and outmaneuvered the Russian strangula- 
tion effort and saved the city. We can’t blame the U.S. military leaders 
therefore for accepting this as a sign that Berlin is a prime test point be- 
tween East and West. 

WITH THE DEATH OF STALIN, however, a new era began in 
Russia — one based on the realization that atomic war would destroy the 
Kremlin hopes of world domination as surely as it would destroy the 
civilization of the West. For Stalin died before the Soviet scientists had 
made the Kremlin aware of the true meaning of atomic power. But 
Khrushchev and his team were made aware of this truth, hence the in- 
creased evidence of a pronounced shift in Kremlin policy and tactics — 
of which we have said so much. 
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From The Editor’s African Diary (continued) 


the majority in Africa from point 
zero to a level of simple literacy 
and information to enable them to 
create a citizenry capable of self 
determination and of creating a 
free democratic society. At present 
there is not any prospect of educa- 
tional facilities sufficient to do this 
job. Meanwhile many of the old 
intricately patterned tribal restraints 
have broken down, and nothing 
comparable has replaced them. 
Christianity has made thin inroads 
and is often entwined with pagan- 
ism and black magic. (Though 
there are some large active Protes- 
tant Churches in West Africa that 
are entirely run by black Africans.) 
The Moslems have made more 
progress than the Christians but 
most Africans who have left their 
tribes flounder on the edge of two 
worlds. 


Missionaries have labored in Af- 
rica for the past 75 or 100 years, 
patiently teaching and healing. 
Though it is popular these days to 
downgrade missionaries, the prob- 
lems of Africa would be multiplied 
incalculably without their schools, 
hospitals and agricultural centers. 
In South Africa, the work of Father 
Huddleston, the Church of England 
priest who has recently been de- 
ported, lives on as a symbol of the 
conscience of mankind. And the 
missionary Rev. Michael Scott has 
devoted his life to the cause of Af- 
rican liberalism in South West Af- 
rica, in South Africa (from which 
he has been expelled) and in Kenya. 
Among the many unheralded Amer- 
ican missionary educators stands 
tall courtly Dr. I. N. Patterson, 
veteran of 37 years in Nigeria 
where his former students in high 
posts as government ministers, ad- 
ministrators, professional and busi- 
ness leaders are a living testament 
to the contribution of just one de- 
nomination in one area. 


The Women of Africa are the 
traders in many areas, bringing pro- 


duce in to sell, running stalls in the 
markets. In other sections they are 
hardly more than beasts of burden 
or tillers of fields. Consequently 
brides must be purchased or traded 
for cattle, since daughters are an 
important part of a father’s assets. 
Children in most tribes have little 
childhood. As soon as they are big 
enough, they carry wood and water, 
mind animals. 


Cleanliness in Africa: Consider- 
ing that they live literally on the 
ground, the Africans are not a 
dirty people. They wash themselves, 
wear fresh clothes. They sweep the 
hard bare earth around their mud 
and wattle huts as we have often 
seen American Negroes sweep the 
ground around their cabins. Yet the 
poverty is extreme, most of the 
time there is too much dust or too 
much mud. The earth is saturated 
with disease germs and parasites, 
the waters polluted. But we en- 
countered surprisingly little human 
filth or stench in crowded African 
communities— not as much as 
we’ve met with in some so-called 
more civilized places. (In Asia and 
South America—or even Rome!) 


The African Clothed: Except in 
the back country, most Africans 
today wear clothes. All along the 
West Coast the men wear long 
robes of printed cotton, and the 
women various adaptations of 
draped costumes that suggest the 
Indian sari, yet are very African. 
Always of cotton and _ usually 
printed in bright designs, the range 
of colors varies in different areas. 
The well-to-do tribal ladies add a 
very sheer white overdrapery, some- 
times shot with gold thread, some- 
times embroidered, that gives a 
stunning effect. Most of them wear 
elaborately tied turbans with large 
wings or bows, very dramatic. The 
fez-type caps worn by Moslem men 
are made in Czechoslovakia! 


While there is a beginning of 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


THE OBVIOUS AIM OF SOVIET POLICY NOW is to force 
formal recognition by the U.S. of the East German state so that a re- 
armed West Germany cannot with confidence plot the recapture of East 
Germany. Also, Khrushchev is pushing for the acknowledgment of the 
Oder-Neisse line as the East-West frontier, to remove the danger that 
a rearmed Germany might try to change these boundaries, in an effort to 
re-establish the old German domains. Having failed to block the rearm- 
ing of Germany and having failed to prevent the arming of West Ger- 
many with nuclear weapons, this solidification of the Russian or Com- 
munist position is obviously Khrushchev’s determined aim. To drive the 
allies out of Berlin is quite secondary. 


Thus there is still room for negotiation. Beriin could be put under 
a UN Trusteeship; the rearming of West Germany with atomic weapons 
can be quietly halted. Such proposals by the West would ease the crisis, 
and it is believed that such proposals are being studied by the Kennedy 
diplomatic teams. In the meantime the American military and political 
extremists and the missile-plane tycoons, to whom every war scare brings 
a reassuring flood of new arms contracts, are whooping it up for war over 
Berlin “If Khrushchev doesn’t back down.” And the public is told little 
of the real truth. 


Even the Gallup poll has succumbed to the pressure by publi- 
cizing loaded questions about Berlin. The question they featured, “If the 
Communists ... close all roads to Berlin...do you think the U.S. should 
not try to fight their way into Berlin?” To this, 71 per cent of the Amer- 
ican public answered “Yes,” hence the war makers say, “The public is 
behind us.” This is a fake and loaded question that deliberately dodges 
the real issue of war and peace. Suppose the question had been worded 
thus: “Should the U.S. continue to rearm West Germany with atomic 
missiles, even though it means atomic war with 60 to 80 million Amer- 
ican dead?” This is the real issue because the Russians won’t block the 
roads to Berlin and risk war themselves unless they feel this risk is justi- 
fied now before West Germany is fully armed with U.S. atomic missiles. 


In past months your editor has visited much of the world of 
color — Asia, Latin America, Africa. These yellow, brown and black 
people make up the overwhelming majority of mankind. They are now 
alert and learning fast. With macabre fascination they are watching the 
white race move on towards atomic suicide. They know that, with the 
U.S. and Europe wiped out, they will inherit the earth — simply because 
the atomic age, with its unlimited power, dawned before man was polit- 
ically and morally mature enough to understand the meaning of the atom. 


WHERE BLACK MEN RULE 


(In these brief reports we are not attempting to “cover’’ today’s Africa, for our 
readers will already have much general information. We will concentrate on those facts and 
developments that have not been adequately reported or are still in the making, but which 
will greatly influence the future.) 


ONTINUED NOTES from the new West African republics (Ghana, 
Nigeria, French and Belgian Congo): Africa’s size and resources — 
the largest of any continent— mean that the emerging black nations 
will have far greater weight in shaping the future than is now believed. 
Most modern industrial nations are already in scarce supply on raw 
materials. Africa’s enormous resources will soon prompt many strategic 
pressures. This is illustrated by the situation in Guinea and Ghana. 
WHEN FRENCH GUINEA VOTED last year to withdraw from 
the Franco-African community, de Gaulle in retaliation severed economic 
relations with Guinea, including the assistance programs which Paris had 
inaugurated in her former African colonies. Instead of floundering in 
helplessness, as Paris had expected, Guinea promptly accepted an ex- 
tensive aid program from Russia, and thus the Soviet began garnering 
the economic advantages which the French in their spite had foolishly 
thrown away. Likewise, because Ghana’s Prime Minister Nkrumah was 
not obedient to London’s directives after independence from Britain, the 
attempts made to discipline him have resulted in the increasing replace- 
ment of British influence and assistance by Communist aid. In this way, 
communism advances in Africa. 


THE BRITISH, FRENCH AND BELGIANS assumed that the 
African peoples should be grateful for the civilization which colonialism 
brought them and should willingly accept continued “economic coopera- 
tion,” with most of the profits still going to the Europeans. Indeed, the 
two countries which are the most primitive and backward, whose stand- 
ards of living are the lowest, are Liberia and Ethiopia — which have never 
been colonies! Whites look at the black slums around white industrial 
installations and say, “The Africans are still better housed and fed than 
in their bush villages”; nod toward their house and office servants and 


comment, “They never had it so good.” This is materially true, barring 
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From The Editor’s African Diary (continued) 


textile manufacturing in some 
places, most of the cotton fabrics 
worn today in West Africa are 
imported from England or France. 
This trade is still jealously guarded 
by the former colonial powers, 
which block as far as possible the 
establishment of factories to manu- 
facture these goods in Africa. Most 
consumer goods (cloth, shoes, metal 
and plastic pots, pans and buckets) 
come from Europe, Japan, Hong- 
kong. And American’ mission 
schools in Nigeria, for instance, 
must get their text books printed 
in England as there are still re- 
strictions on certain U.S. goods. 


The White Man takes over when 
the traveler leaves the West and 
Central African republics and moves 
into Southern Rhodesia and thence 
to South Africa. The whole mood 
changes. Now the black man serves 
only as a soft-footed servant, mur- 
muring “sir” and “madame” — or 
as burden bearer or laborer. He 
works doggedly, but with no light 
in his face. 

The paradox is that the whites 
of South Africa don’t personally 
deserve to be in the situation they 
face today. For this impasse has 
been building for generations. To 
understand something of their feel- 
ings, Americans must visualize what 
our own feelings would be if the 
American Indians had not been so 
nearly exterminated but had instead 
multiplied and were now demand- 
ing re-possession of their land, were 
maintaining, with the backing of 
world opinion, that we had no right 
to St. Louis or Denver, Chicago or 
Roanoke. After the many genera- 
tions of pioneering by our fore- 
bears, how would we feel and 
where would we go if we 
were hopelessly outnumbered and 
our roots in Europe had been 
broken for over 300 years? It is 
easy for us to be self-righteous to- 
wards the South Africans — much 
harder to try to understand why 
they are as they are. 


On the record, the white Afri- 
caners of South Africa seem blind 
and stubborn. Personally they are 
pleasant people, sturdy and self-re- 
liant with attractive well-behaved 
children. We met many in camp at 
the famous Kruger game preserve 
in the Transvaal where they had 
come to spend the July period of 
“mid-winter” school vacations. 


“The Locations” in Johannes- 
bourg: Two of the more notorious 
of these were Sophiatown and Alex- 
andra (familiar to readers of Alan 
Patton’s “Cry The Beloved Coun- 
try”), both of which are in the 
process of being “re-located.” So- 
phiatown is almost entirely leveled 
— it will eventually be a new white 
suburb. Alexandra has not yet been 


demolished; it sets in a low smog 
basin just beyond one of Johannes- 
bourg’s best residential areas, yet 
our white taxi driver was afraid to 
drive through in the middle of the 
day, so thickly infested is this crime- 
breeding district. 


But the reason these African 
townships are being moved is not 
primarily the terrible housing con- 
ditions there. The city fathers sud- 
denly realized, on studying the map 
of the city, that the African town- 
ships and shack towns had grown 
up to surround the city and “in 
case of trouble” Johannesbourg 
would be entirely hemmed in. 


The new housing developments 
in the new locations offer far bet- 
ter housing; in fact, we drove 
through many miles of new homes 
for Africans — neat brick single and 
two-family houses with sufficient 
yards around them and all with 
plumbing. 


The reasons the Africans have 
objected to the move was partly 
the idea of being forced to move, 
partly that they cannot own but 
can only lease in the new areas. 
Also, from a practical point of 
view, these are further from the 
city, so that transportation to and 
from their jobs takes much longer. 
The actual travelling time is often 
no more than 20 or 30 minutes on 
the bus. But there are far too few 
buses and hence black commuters 
wait in long queues, which often 
adds four to six hours to their day. 
And there are no sheds or seats 
where the second class (black) 
buses stop. In wet weather the 
black workers may stand literally 
hours in driving rain (as white farm- 
ers leave cattle in rain swept 
fields). If the city put on enough 
extra buses, these new townships 
would really mean improved con- 
ditions — though still remaining 
“native reservations” which is nat- 
urally resented. And with low wages, 
unemployment and degrading treat- 
ment, these new African locations 
will inevitably develop the same 
problems as the old. Besides, plenty 
of squatters’ shack towns still spread 
out in all directions. 


Although there has been much 
crime in the old overcrowded town- 
ships like Alexandra, much of it 
between blacks, the fact is that the 
homes of whites, both rich and 
poor, are not barricaded or covered 
with iron grills as we have seen in 
many other parts of the world 
where crime and thievery accom- 
pany extreme poverty. Most houses 
in Johannesbourg and in other 
cities where tension is high, even 
beautiful homes in the country, 
have only glass windows without 
bars, and no high walls. Outwardly 
it would seem that the danger is 
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X-Ray and Foreceast (continued) 


the fact that there is considerable security for the individual within the 
traditional tribal communal system, a security which is lost in the nonen- 
tity of the industrial slums. But when the black man becomes thoroughly 
familiar with the comforts and privileges of the white man’s life and 
heritance, he is easily stirred by resentment, by revolutionary agitation 
and intrigue. 


FEW BLACK AFRICANS, therefore, feel any obligation to the 
white man. Those who are educated and have benefited the most by the 
white man’s presence are even more fully aware of the wealth being 
drained out from their lands and of the resources yet to be developed. 
The enlightened Africans, on the other hand, realize that their people 
will need white man’s skills for a long time. They welcome such assistance 
from the former colonial powers, but aid from the Soviet and Red China 
is just as welcome, especially if other help is not adequate. The issue be- 
comes pressing when we realize that the Communists are already in a 
strong position in Guinea, are gaining considerable influence in Ghana 
and working at a furious pace underground in the Congo — from which 
they are infiltrating support to the black revolt against the Portuguese rule 
in adjoining Angola. And the Reds are more active in Nigeria than is 
generally recognized. 


Meanwhile, the British, French and Belgian economies stand in 
need of their African investments. Much of their strength as NATO allies 
of the U.S. depends on these resources. The French grip on Algieria, 
still held at frightful cost, reveals this urgency. While pretending sym- 
pathy for free Africa, the U.S. supplies France’s military needs on the 
Algeria-Tunisia fronts and the Portuguese military arsenal in Angola 
through NATO —a fact seldom mentioned in the U.S. press, although 
known by every informed black African. The leading papers in Africa 
reported the Portuguese use of napalm bombs in the destruction of 
Angola villages in the most cruel fashion. (Rand Daily Mail, July 16; 
East Africa Standard, July 26.) 


GOODWILL BETWEEN WHITES AND BLACKS is the funda- 
mental issue in Africa. Of course this is never recognized in news chan- 
nels, never mentioned in the annual reports of African investments, so 
prominent in financial circles. But when one visits the African nations, 
it is obvious that the former colonial powers are able to keep their in- 
vestments active and trade profitable in their former colonies only in 
proportion to the goodwill they have accumulated. Because the British 
gave far-sighted recognition and aid to the cause of independence in 
Nigeria, today British banks, shipping and other interests are still a 
major factor in that country’s economy. In Ghana, the same advantages 
persist to a still profitable though somewhat smaller degree. The pros- 
perous trade in the British Commonwealth, made up chiefly of former 
colonies like India, rests almost entirely on the goodwill which wise 
colonial policies of Britain have been able to engender. This despite the 
fact that British Empire-building committed as many cruelties in the past 
as did policies of the other colonial powers; the difference is simply that 
the British adjusted in time and with dignity to the new era. 


In the Congo, where black men were sternly suppressed until 
very recently, were given few privileges and almost no opportunity for 
higher education and advancement, such as Britain provided in Nigeria 
and Ghana, much hatred was created. Belgian business interests have 
been shattered in the Congo and the future for Belgian investments is 
dim. In Portugal’s Angola, the current violence has reduced that nation’s 
investments to the lowest figure on record. In Senegal, Mali, Gabon and 
the French Congo, the French have retrieved their not-always-noble co- 
lonial situation sufficiently to enable many French businessmen to con- 
tinue to prosper in these communities. Justice and goodwill, never itemed 
on the balance sheets of colonial investments, have become the final meas- 
urement of empires, providing rather impressive evidence that moral law 
still rules. 


ORRUPTION IS A BIG PROBLEM in the free states of West 

Africa. Progress is being hindered by the shocking amount of bribery 
and graft existing in all phases of national and private life. The same 
sins of course plague our own society, with widespread mulcting in de- 
fense contracts, with building contractors from Los Angeles to New 
York having to allow a percentage of costs to pay off corrupt labor 
goons, unethical building inspectors and other miscellaneous crooks. 
But business in the free African states, public and private, simply doesn’t 
move without graft from top to bottom. So prevalent is graft and bribery 
that hospitals, for instance, must put dedicated British or other Europeans 
in charge of the valuable drug and medical supplies or their stores would 
soon disappear. An American medical man with long experience in Af- 


From The Editor’s African Diary (continued) 


nothing compared to that in Asia 
and South America where most 
homes are far more tightly barred 
and walled. On the other hand, we 
heard constantly that many whites 
lock their dining room door while 
they eat, opening it to let the serv- 
ant in to serve, then locking it 
when he leaves the room, keep a 
loaded gun on the table. Talk of 
guns is commonplace; ladies’ shoot- 
ing classes are popular; the news- 
Papers warn readers to be responsi- 
ble for safeguarding their weapons 
so they won’t be stolen and thereby 
help arm the blacks. 


Despite periodic outbreaks of vio- 
lence, provoked by intolerable pres- 
sure, the African is historically 
friendly, patient and compliant — 
as witnessed by the records of the 
many explorers and missionaries in 
early days who travelled alone and 
were generally treated well. Con- 
sidering the tensions today, we be- 
lieve this must be so, or there would 
have been more and worse upris- 
ings than have occurred. 

Free Press: Even in South Africa 
under apartheit there is a free press. 
A number of excellent English pa- 


pers discuss the race situation there 
more intelligently and realistically 
than do the papers in many U.S. 
cities. These journals often quote 
intellectual African leaders as well 
as very liberal white opinion, and 
are extremely critical at present of 
the entrenched Africaner Govern- 
ment and its blind racial policies. 


In addition there are many pub- 
lications for the black Africans — 
some of them political which dis- 
cuss their grievances frankly. Oth- 
ers deal with local African news, 
and these in particular reveal how 
much strife there is between the 
different African tribes. Constant 
reports appear of bloody conflicts 
between factions — these are much 
more common than conflicts be- 
tween whites and blacks. (And the 
whites often remark, “These black 
tribal rivalries may be the salvation 
of the white man.”) 


But the African papers also carry 
reports of black African social 
events, along with news of fashion 
shows, women’s activities, house- 
hold advice! Evidence that even 
here a black middle class is slowly 
evolving. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


rica said he doubted if 50 per cent of the Negro doctors, though able 
physicians and surgeons, many trained abroad through missionary sup- 
port, could be trusted in financial matters. Nigeria is the place where 
the notorious report originates that hospital patients must keep small 
coins available to give the nurses in order to get bedpans. 


American missionaries in Africa sorrowfully relate that this ir- 
responsibility in financial affairs plagues much African church leadership. 
In fairness, it must be recalled that most African tribes hold property in 
common, thus personal responsibility for property is new to the black 
Africans. But it is at this point that communism makes a powerful thrust, 
a strong appeal to impoverished disillusioned populations who see their 
resources wasted, progress delayed, their hopes betrayed by corrupt pol- 
iticians and officials. 

THE COMMUNISTS PURGE CORRUPTION whenever their 
dictatorship is established. We only do harm to the cause of freedom to 
ignore this. Communism demands of its followers complete dedication 
and discipline. Although all the gross injustices and brutalities of tyranny 
are used to promote Marxism, the fact is that bribe-taking, graft and cor- 
ruption are intolerable in the Marxist code. Soviet criminal law was re- 
cently amended to provide the death penalty for corrupt party officials, 
and only lately several whom Khrushchev accused of dishonesty and ir- 
responsibility in administering the collective farm program have been 
shot. The U.S. press has told almost nothing of Castro’s rigid require- 
ments for personal honesty and the severe penalty for graft, bribery and 
other forms of corruption his regime imposes. This is the source of one 
of the strongest appeals the Castro revolution has for the millions of 
Latins who live under governments reeking with corruption. 


THE BATTLEGROUND IN AFRICA between communism and 
the West, between tyranny and freedom, will therefore center to a large 
degree on the problem of corruption, for in all the new African states, 
corruption is so draining the struggling economies as to seriously impede 
progress. The problem is compounded by the rapid growth of the Mos- 
lems, who usually have low standards of honesty also. A young African 
official explained to your editor that the Christian faith, because it de- 
mands personal integrity, would inevitably win the highest prestige and 
thus in the long run make the highest gains, though Islam had now 
crowded it into the background. 

(To be continued in our next issue: ‘Notes from South Africa, The Central African Federa- 


tion and Kenya — Where the White Man Still Ruies.’’) 





